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the policy which limited the British ascendancy to the territories east of
the Jumna prevented the formation of an alliance with him. In 1818, how-
ever, a Treaty (No. LXXVII) was concluded with Mulraj, by which the
State was guaranteed to his posterity ; the Chief was to be protected from "
serious invasions and dangers to his State, provided the cause of quarrel
was not ascribable to him ; and was to act in subordinate co-operation
with the British Government. No tribute was demanded from him. Up
to 1823 the JaSsalmer State continued to urge its claims to territories in
the possession of other Chiefs, but these claims were rejected, as the
investigation of them was inconsistent with the engagements subsisting
between the British Government and other States,

During the lifetime of Mulraj, who died in 1820, the State was virtually
governed by his Minister, Salim Singh, who committed serious atrocities.
He put to death nearly all the relatives of the Chief. The town of Jaisalmer
was depopulated by his cruelty, the trade of the country was interrupted,
and the. relatives of the Maharawal who escaped death fled from the
country.

Mulraj was succeeded by his grandson Gaj Singh, At the time of the
conclusion of the Treaty of 1818 the Minister, Salim Singh, had endeavoured
to obtain a guarantee, such as was given to the Minister of the Kotah
State, that the office of Minister would be hereditary in his family ; and
on his death in 1824 the leading men of the State appeared disposed to
support the cause of his eldest son, who after a ministry of a few months
had been imprisoned by the Maharawal ; but on the British Government
declaring that it did not intend to interfere with the just authority of the
Maharawal in the appointment or punishment of his Minister all parties
returned to their allegiance.

In 1844, after the conquest of Sind, the forts of Shahgarh, Garsia> and
Ghotaru or Ghotru,, which had been wrested from Jaisalmer, were restored
to that State. The forts were given over by Mir Ali Murad Khan, by
order of the British Government, but no sanad appears to have been
given to the Chief of Jaisalmer on this occasion.

Gaj Singh died in 1846, and his widow adopted Ran jit Singh, who in
1862 received a formal Sanad (see No. V) guaranteeing to him the right of
adoption.

'Maharawal Ran jit Singh died in June 1864 and was succeeded by his
younger brother, Bairi Sal, who was born in 1848.